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If I told you there was a chance that thousands of animals would lose a shelter to 
protect them when they didn’t have a home what would your reaction be? My guess is 
it would first be why? Then it might be isn’t there something we can do? If I told you 
that there was a chance that thousands of families would lose their ability to rely on 
affordable veterinary care or support for their pets would you also be as concerned? 
I think you would. And so did the community animal welfare leaders from the Santa 
Barbara Humane Society and the Santa Maria Valley Humane Society.

This was a reality for the community of Santa Maria Valley. In 2019, due to funding 
issues, Santa Maria Valley Humane Society faced minimized shelter hours and layoffs 
preventing them from sustaining their mission. Public veterinary care and transport 
of animals in need came to a halt. So, talks began to see how Santa Barbara Humane 
Society may be able to assist.

A strategy was implemented, and the Santa Barbara Foundation stepped up helping 
provide support to work toward the best solution. As a result, both organization’s joined 
forces to create a sustainable entity that will provide for the welfare and well-being of 
animals in all of Santa Barbara County.

What an exciting day for both communities when this became a reality on February 
3, 2020. Now, care is expanding! The number of animals available for adoption have 
increased. Medical care has been expanded and we plan to build on this momentum. 
We wanted to make sure that you and the supporters of animals in need were able 
to hear this exciting news. Your continued support and interest in the well-being of 
animals in need and for the people who care for them, will now provide more. More 
adoptions, more support to relieve overcrowded shelters who need us, more veterinary 
care, more support to all animals and to the people who love them. We hope you will 
watch, support, and get involved with this historic opportunity to help generations of 
families and pets in Santa Barbara County and beyond.

Bob Yost, Board President
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I am so very proud to be able to bring a positive message of 
what working together can do for Santa Barbara County. 
When the merger was being discussed almost two years ago, 
the initial feelings were of excitement! Excitement that we 
have this amazing opportunity to expand the work that we do 
throughout Santa Barbara County.

Arriving at the Santa Barbara Humane Society, I saw 
the opportunity to do more from the earliest moment. 
Adoptions needed to increase, and we needed to be 
expanding services such as Veterinary Care and Training. 
I am proud to share the amazing story that we have hit 
record setting numbers in nearly every area of service the 
organization provides including processing more adoptions in 
2019 than the previous three years combined.

Now it is time to bridge the north and south county with the 
same excitement as when I started. The two largest animal 
welfare organizations combined will be able to create a unity 
that is brought together by the cats and dogs. We really 
think you will be very happy to see your donation dollars 
stretch to help more animals and families in need. We are 
confident you will be reminded why you chose to support 
us in the care of animals and the people who love them. We 
can’t wait to share more successes with you! Thank you all 
so much for staying with this at this historic time in animal 
welfare in Santa Barbara County.

Kerri Burns, Executive Director

A HISTORIC TIME WITH HISTORIC NUMBERS



The merger of two nonprofits who are leaders in animal 
welfare is a smart response to the challenges many 
nonprofits face — funding. By pooling resources, rather 
than competing for resources, the expanded organization 
can work together to efficiently provide animal welfare 
services countywide. 

This merger is a great example of how nonprofits can 
respond to shifting demands on resources and succeed 
in Santa Barbara County’s saturated nonprofit market. 
Together, they can make a greater impact. 

A common assumption about humane societies is 
that they receive national funding. However, this 
is not the case. Both Santa Barbara and Santa 

Maria Valley Humane Societies operated 
as separate, local, public nonprofits not 
supported by any national organizations.

By coming together, they are able 
to continue the history of these 
organizations with long-term 
sustainability.

Janet Garufis, Chairman and 
CEO of Montecito 
Bank & Trust
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Whether its donating your time or donating directly into our programs, we want to put 
your efforts to great use. Your continued support guarantees we can help rescue, shelter, 
heal, place, and train thousands of cats and dogs together.

THEY STILL NEED You!
Volunteer - Foster - Donate

Give to areas that matter most to you.
Reach out now and see how you can help us today!  
www.sbhumanesociety.org or call (805) 964-4777 x 105

AdoptionAdoption
Veterinary ClinicVeterinary Clinic

Dog TrainingDog Training


